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NORTHBRIDGE PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West � Minister for Child Protection) [3.35 pm]: I take this 
opportunity to highlight to members that next month the Northbridge Project enters its seventh year of 
continuous operation. The project that operates alongside the Northbridge curfew is a multi-agency initiative to 
keep children safe. The project is a combined initiative of four agencies�the Department for Child Protection, 
WA Police, Mission Australia and the Nyoongar Patrol Outreach Service. It also has the support of the Killara 
Youth Support Service, the Public Transit Authority, the Department of Education and Training and the Office 
of Crime Prevention.  

Based at the Perth railway station, at the corner of Wellington and William Streets, the project operates on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights until 4.00 am, when children are most vulnerable and at risk of harm. 
Young people who are found on the streets of Northbridge after curfew are apprehended by WA Police�s 
juvenile aid group, assessed by youth outreach workers and then returned home or to a safe place into the care of 
a responsible adult.  

So far this financial year, youth workers have had direct contact with more than 1 300 young people and have 
helped transport more than 100 of them home. Those children who are not taken home by outreach workers are 
collected by a parent or other responsible adult known to them. Importantly, every one of the children who has 
come through the door of the project has been referred to either Mission Australia or Killara for follow-up 
support. Weekly meetings are held with partnership agencies to provide a planned coordinated response to each 
child�s circumstances. Children who are on the streets frequently are given higher priority by the Department for 
Child Protection and case management. This follow-up phase of the project goes largely unseen, yet it is integral 
to the broader effectiveness of the strategy. It uncovers the issues affecting the children and their families and 
explores the reasons that the young people continue to come into Northbridge. The project�s success also relies 
on the valuable work of a team of youth outreach workers who engage with young people on the streets, build 
relationships, gather information and street intelligence and often safeguard the wellbeing of the children. The 
work performed by these skilled outreach workers is undertaken in an especially challenging environment, and I 
commend them. 

Although Northbridge has received some attention in the press this week, I take this opportunity to inform the 
house that the importance and relevance of the project that underpins the Northbridge curfew should not be 
overlooked. I am committed to taking a whole-of-government approach to decreasing the number of vulnerable 
children on the streets of Northbridge. More than 1 300 vulnerable children came to the attention of youth 
workers through the Northbridge Project this financial year. Even if it were only one child, it means that a child 
has been saved from harm and a family struggling to cope has been given help. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


